


to the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee, 
County, Virginia: 
Humbly complaining,your oratrix,Lillie Allen Wilson would 
respectfully represent and show unto the court that: 
I. 
That she is now and has been for the twelve months next preced- 
ing the institution of this suit,a citizen of this (Lee} 


county and state of Virginia. 
Ad 


That on the _day of January,1889 she intermarried with one 
James H.Wilson,who is also a citizen of said county and state. 


iti. 
That she and her said husband lived and cohabited together as 


man and wife from the time of their said marriage until about 
as a result of 
the 7th day of March,1906,and xm,which said union there 
has been born to your oratrix three children,the two ere 
younger of which are living,one a delicate girl child of as 
years,and a boys& five years old,and named respectively, 
Ferol and Harold.Since the said 7th day of March,1906,while 
they have Lived in the same house and ate at the same board, 
your said oratrix and her said husband,have not A henitad Me 
husband and wife,for reasons that will be hereinafter assigned. 
cA Yi 
Your oratrix does not pretend that during her married life 
she has been wholly faultless,or that she is free from the 
common infirmities of human nature,or that she is entitled to 
to any more consideration than other married women of her rank 
and station in life;but she does aver and charge that she has 
h ever given to her husband provocation to bad treatment,or that 


, oy except when driven to desperation by his cruel,brutal and 
J 


Si at 
relentless conduct,she has been other a gentle and obedient 


wife.Yet the married life of your oratrix has been a very 


wretched and a very unheppy one,all caused as she feels and charges 


by the couse brutality,cruelty and infidelity of her saicG husband | 


toward .ner. 





2) 


V. 
That shortly after their marriage her said husband began to 
manifest his coarse nature,by lewd and lascivious cohabitation 
with one Burton,an unmarried female,and that almost mm 


under the very eyes amixx of his wife your oratrix and under the 


very roof that sheltered his family.This conduct was begun even 


during the first year of your oratrix's married life.This conduct 
on the part of her said husband destoyed her confidence and almobt 
destroyed her love for her said husband -.And though she condoned 
the offense to a certain extent and afterwards cohabited with her 
said husband on his promise to never to be again guilty of the 
like again,yet he has never shown that tender care and consid- 
ation for her that a husband should show his wife,but on the other 
hand she could not begin to enumerate the acts of cruelty and 
inhumanity he has manifested towars her,in their private life. 
Before the public he has usually been consideration and devotinn 
itself,but in the privacy of home hegtreatment has ben unbearable. 
For some three months before your oratrix's last child,Harold, 
kwas born,she was in a very bad state of health and in a helpless 
condition,so bad in fact that that it was impossible for her to 

turn herself in the bed,to get up without assisance when down, 
and it therefore became necessary for her call upon her said huss 
band for assistance to turn in the bed or to arrise.Yet,he knowip 
her delicate condition would surse her, jerk her and otherwise 
abuse her in the most brutal and inhuman manner.All of which she 
bore with as much patience and humility as she was able under 


the circumstances,but she must admit that she could not after 


f 


| 
that have the respect and love for him that she previously had. 


His said treatment went on from bad to worse,until on the said 
7th day of March 1906 he accused your oratrix. of having commit- 
ted adultery with other men,cursed fier for every thing khingx 
low that the togue of man could utter.Assaulted her with a heavy 


fire shovel and threatend to kill her,and would then and there 


have killed her as she vergly believes and charges,if he had 





1 abe 
not been prevented.His conduct on that occassion so put your 
oratrix and her children in such fear of her life that she was 
forced to seek shelter for the night in the home of a neighboer 
and on the following morning she took her children and went to the 
home of her father,where she remained until the 6th day of April, 
1996,when after entering into a written agreement with her said 
husband, she returned to tne home of her said husband,with the hope 
that she might be able live in some security and rear her children 
with credit and not have to subject herself to the notiriety or 
of a divorce suit.A copy of the aforesaid contract is herewith 
filed marked exhibit "A" and prayed to De read and treated as a 
part of this cam bill.But since her said return to her husbands 
home,his abuse has grown,if possible more violent,and your 
oratrix lives in constant fear of her. life and the safety of her 


Cliinin, Aue Corl tir woke intent, staged athe 
children. Scardely a@ day passed over her head that he ee not 


Oo To _firl- Ame Cn tin her, 

not curse her, threaten Amd Kkild oe’, tine accuse herfoag sest 
offense that a wife could be guilty of,adultery.So gross and bru- 
tal has he again become that life is intolerable to your oratrix 
in his presence,and she has been forced to again seek safety 

and shelter at the home of her aged parents. 

one oratrix is also informed and here charges as true that her 
said husband has been guilty of adultery in the last five years | 
without the connivance or consent of your oratrix,and that she a 
has not cohabited with him since she learned of said adultery. 


said acts of adultery on the part of her said husband occurred 


at Cincinnati,Ohio,in the Year 1906,and in neghborhood of Rot, 


Lee County.,Va,on_the & day of 1907, “nk atm 
(ipere ofr - 


cone a Fuk co Bol 
VI. 
Your oratrix has with her at present her two said children, but 


she is informed and charges that it is the intention of her said 


husband to carry away from her by force said children unless he is 

| 
restained from so doing.She also charges that her said husband | 
is not a fit person to have the care and custody of said aie a 


' 


And that they would not be safe in his custody,and besides they 





A 
we pe 


are so afraid of him that they are in constant terror of his 
carrying them away from your oratrix.The older child,is as your 
Ooratrix is informed,of such ckaniterxyRarnxanxkaxuanekanktyy are 
as to choose which of her parents she will stay,and that a court 
of equity will respect hwr elections;the younfer is of such tender | 
years as to constantly,almost,need a mother's care. | 
Your oratrix feb@ls that she owes to her children as well as 
to herself that she should the court's protection,and should thro! f+ 
it obtain the means of support from her husband,the prover custody 
of her children,and exemption from his threats and the fear of hts 
control,as well as some relief from the intolerable life she is 
PaBEaReReKEKERRKKKKKKKKKKKK forced to live. 

Your oratrix avers that she is without means of support,and is 
now upon the carity gt her parents and friends;:that her husband 
the said James H.Wilson is a man of means some “ee hundred acres 

of valuable grazing and farming lands on the &ka Rocky Station 
Creek,in Lee County,Virginia,adjoining the lands of F.K.Wilsom 


and others,worth some ten or fifteen thousand dollars,some 


forty or fifty head of cattle,some eight head of horses and mules | 


and other valuable Setmen estate. 

In consideration whereof,and for as much as your oratrix is 
remidiless, save in a court of equity,she prays that the said Jame bs 
H.Wilsom be made a defendant to this bill,and be required to anzm 

Swer the same but not on oath,that being waived;that he be 
restained and enjoined from interfering with or in any way molest- 
ing your oratrix and her two children Ferol and Harold,who are 
with her;that your oratrix be given a divorce a vinculo matrimoni i! 


from her said husband;that he at once,and vending this suit,be 


compelled to pay such sums of money,as temporary alimony,as may be 


sufficient for the support of your oratrix and her children,and gz | 
such other sums of money as may be required to pay costs of this 


suit and fees of counsel poper to be paid to carry on tis suite 


that he may be compelled to make such permanent urevision for 





whe 


tor the support of your oratrix and her children as may be just! 
and right,and to secure the regular,prompt and safe payment of 
the same in such away as may to the court appear effectual; 
and that all other further and general rolief be affored your 
Oratrix as may be just and right in the premises.-And she will 


ever pray,etc. 


Virginia, Lee County,towit: 

I,Chas.C.Bales,a notary public for the county and state aforesaid 
hereby certify that Lillie Allen Wilson,personally appeared 
before me in my county aforesaid,and made oath that the allegakka 
tions contained in the foregoing bill,which she makes of her own 


knowledge are true,and that all other matters therein Stated she 


believes to be true. 


Given under my hand this 9th day (Auk 











To the Hon.H.A.W.SKBEN, Judge of the Circuit Gowrt for 


Lee County,Virginia: 





‘Humbly complaining, your oratrix, Lillie A.Wilson would respect 
fully represent and show unto the court: 


That she is now. and has been;for morerthan twelve months next 





preceding the institution of this Bit a Citizen of Lee County 
Virginia. | | 

That on the fA aay ort@ es 1907, she for the second time 
intermarriedwith one James H.Wilson,having been before that time 


divorced from him by a decree of your Honors Court,she was per- 





| suaded to remarry him through his earnest and oft repeated promises 
to be a true and loving husband to her.and on the account of her 
two young children.Your oratrix felt that he had repented of his 


former bad conduct,and that he intended to be a much cleaner mem 





man and a more loving and devoted husband than he had been during 
their former marriage.But she soon found that she was again doomed | 


to disappointment-.He began abusing her in a very short time after 


AA the 





she had remarried him,cursing her,threatening to Kill, going to be 


bed at night with a razor under his pillow,and otherwise intimidaté 


ing her,until he made life for her almost unbearable, untik finally 
she wes compelled to. take refuge at her fathers home. 
That on the day of August,1908,at his home in Lee county, 
| Virginia,he committéd the crime of adultery,without the consent, 
procurement OlF deriivaues of your oratrix;and He has at divers other 
times and places beforsuahdysince that time been guilty of said 
| offence without the consent, procurement or connivance of your 
orathix.Your oratrix further represents that she has not cohabited | 
with him since she learned of said adultery,nor has she in any 
way condoned said offence. | 
Being Ponda wee petek cin a Court of equity,the prayer of 
your oratrix is that the said James H.Wilson be mada a party 
defendant to this bill,and that he be required to answer the same 


but he need not do so under oath,that being specifically waived; 





that all proper processes beissued and orders entered;that upon a 


final hearing she be granted a divorce a vinculo matrimonii from 





the said James H.Wilsonj;and that he be compelled to pay to her 
attorney, J.C.Noel a reasonable sum for suit money,your oratrix 
being without means with Wich to pay an attorney and the court 


officers for their services;that all such other,further and 


general relief be afforded your oratrix as in the premises seem 


just and right,and she will ever pray,etc. 























Lillis A.Wilson, Plfr. 


va. In Chancery. 


James H.Wilson, Deft. 





Lillie A. Wilson, Plaintiff. 
VS. In Chancery 


James H. Wilson, Defendant. 


this cause came on this day to be finally heard Bpen 
the bill of the complainant, process duly executed and depositions 
of witnesses. ‘The defendant, James H. Wilson not aopearing to 
answer or demur to said bill and the court beng of the opinion 


from the depositions of witnesses independant of the failure 


Og the defer@tmt to answer demur orflead to said bill of complaint 


thet the plaintiff, Lillie A. Wilson has proven the charges in said 
bilt to the satisfaction of the court, it is therefore ad judged, 
orcered, and decreed that the bonds of matrimony heretofore 
contracted between the plaintiff and defendant on the 12th day 

of October, 1907, be and the same ig hereby annulied and disolved 
and the said parties declared Sole and single. It is further 
adjudged ordered and decreed that the vleihtiff recover of the 
defendant the costs of this suit including en attorneys fee 

ob Bh Me. fo be paid to J# 0. Noel, attorney for the 
plaintiff. It is further adjudged ordered and decreed that execu- 
tion may issue for ssid costs and additional fee, And the canse 


is stricken from the éocket. 








i. 
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Billie Alten Wilson; Pladintif?. 
VS. 
James H. Wilson, : Defendant. 
This cause came on this day to be finally heard upon the 

ie Of Goriplhara ot the pillaant i ies the exhibits filed therein, and 

he depositions of witnesses, and process duly executed. The defendant 
having neither answered or demurred to said bill of complaint, and 
Was. @rgued! by ‘cottnsel. 

The court is of the ovinéon from the depositions of 
witnesses independent of the confessions or denial of the defendant 
that the plaintiff is entitled a divorce A Vinculo Matrimoni . 
is therefore, adjudged, ordered and dedreed that the bonds of matrimony 
heretofore contracted and up to this time existing between the plain- 
tiff and defendant are hereby disolved, and each of the said parties 
declared sole and single. It is further adjudged ordered and de- 
creed that the plaintiff be given the custody of the two children, 
Ferol and Harold Wilson, during the entire length of the school term 
at (Pennington Gep,'. Virginia, daring the minomity of each 
Children; and that the defendant be given the custody of 
Ghiidren the remainder of each year, 

children are in the custody of fhe other, Ll have ‘the right 
to visit and see the 
It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the defend- 
ant pay to the plaintiff as permanent allimony Nine Hund: ed Dollars 
(¥900.00), to be mee in four equel annus lins tallments dated from 
dug (Ord, 1907, and that he farthér pay tothe said pl ammtift the sum 
of $75.00 per year so long as said children shall remain in the custody 


of seid plaintiff, and that he also pay the cost of this suit, and the 
o, “ee 


Sum oO nd 3 


eG, eee Ages 3 


to J. C. Noel as suit money. Each and 
shall 
every one of these resodveries!, constitute a judgment againet the 


said James H. Wilson, and if not paid by him as aforesaid execution 


may issue for each of said recoveries ag the same becomes due. 


oe) 





It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that 


said parties is barred from dower or courtesy 


ni le AF 


other, end the decree rendered 
bw Pttutwre 
PUL a hI Os Eas 


ra-S hereby annulled and set aside. And 


in the: ‘cause on the 


stricken from the docket. 
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Virginia, Lee County ,vo-wW 
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To James H.Wilson: 
You are hereby notified that on sat. geptember Ath, 1909. 
in } LF pme 6 A Siar 

at the office of 3J.CG-Noel in the town of Pénnimeten GaP, Lee 
County, Virginia,between the hours of 9 otclock A.M. and 4 o'clock "a 
P.M. of that day I shall proceed to take the depositions of 
Hop Stout and others,to be read as evidence in my behalt in 
a certain suit in Chancery ,depending in the Circuit Court of 


Lee County, Virginia;wherein tT am the Plaintiff and you are the 


defendant. 
Respectfully, 


Lillie Allen Wilson, 


By ol y ie 








Everett Waddey Co. 


Stationers and Printets, bom He 204 
Richmond, V 
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Che Commonweallh of Wizgqinia, 
To the Sheriff of the pee! of Lee, Greeting : 


Saas Sewer rete een na nen een eeee nee eee ne ee dee eae e ween ee ans Beees Ser een ameewnn aren ~ 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON... 2 D_. aio P ag SALCAAL ED EE 


to appear -before_the aa ans our or ae eairt of the County of Lee, at the ore House 
thereef, on the See DA SABO 189, to testify and the truth to say 


anew ae x Ct a , In a certain matter of controversy in our said court 


r the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


f, ~~ 
lerk of our said court, at the court-house Res gi oe of 


ol OZ. , and in the 1D v7 Me year of the monwealth. 


. : 
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See 
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The depositions of J.N.Flee nor ana Se temple Larne te om 
taken before me,W-M.Hepkins a commissioner in Chancery fer the 
Circuit Court of Lee County,in the State of Virginia pursuant 
to the notice hereto annexed,at the office of J.C. Noel ay the 


om Po~ 1 Ebony bfterr Cer. | 7? 
town of Pennington Gap in said county and state, between the hours 


nN 
of & and 8 o'clock P.M.,to be read in evidence in pehalf of the 
plaintiff in a certain suit in equity depending in the Gircuit 
Court of Lee County,Virginia,wherein Lillie Alien Wilson is the 
Plaintiff and James H.Wilson is the defendant. 
Present:--2J.C.Noel,Counsel for the PIG LtT 
J.N.Fleenor,a witness of lawful age being duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows: 
Ques. State your age,residence and eccupation? 
Ans. I am GO years old,am a farmer and live in the neighbor 
hood of Pot,Lee County,Va.- 
Ques. Are you acquinted with James H.Wilson,the defendant in £h 
the: sas UT 
es,sir.Have known him for manyH y6ars- 
State whether you have known said James H.Wilson to have 


sexual intercourse with any woman other than his wife 
in the last five years,if so tell when and where? 


Yes,to my satisfaction.One evening,about the ith day of 
July,1907,I saw said James H.Wilson and a woman who bears 

the name of alewd woman in the neighborhood of where L live, 

coming together horseback from toward Pennington Gap,and going 
along the road leading from J.F.Witte store toward said Wilson's 

home in the neighborhood of Dot,Lee County,Virginiajthere was 
a heavy rain that evening,and no one else had passed along that 

way-I had a suspicion that these parties were not conducting 

themselves properly.So I tres sieod them by their horspe'feet prints 


$n the mud until they had got out into the cedars away from. the 


‘ ; ' [¢. ; 
houses in the community,and saw where they dismountu from their 


horses and had walked out from the read some 20 or 20Nfeet Lrom b 


Pe pead.There the sign showed very plainly where she had lain @ 


Gown,on something like a coat.The womans heel prints showed 





res 

plainly in the ground,and the printa of his kneessand the toes 
ef nis goes where they had pressed into the grounds showed 4&6 
plainly as they could be-In my judgment the ground could not have 
been torn up as it was if said parties had not have had sexual 
intercourse with each other. the prints and signs was bound to be 
made by said woman said James H.\ilson. 

A few days after that I saw saia Wilson ridwneg Along with this 
same woman. The general talk in that community is that said 
James H.Wilson and this same woman,Agnes Ball are continually 
cohabiting together. 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 


AC ne Dv ae 


M1 Arty 


Leurinda Terrell another witness of lawful age deposes S@&ma and 


two years old and I know the parties to this suit 
well having lived with them for several years.One day this 
summer I saw James H.Wilson sitting on the fence between his 
home and the home of his brother F.K.Wilson,as if he was looking 
1a 
or waing for some one-Directly I saw Agnes Ball come riding 
down the road,and stop and speak to him.After talking with her 
from the fence a short while,he got down from the fence and 
waled up to her,placed his left hand on her forses mane,and 
engaged in low and earnest conversation with her.I saw him look 
toward the bushes and motion in that direction.I heard her say 


a 


Am 


T cannot do that now,they tal on low and earnestly -& little 
longer:he then went up the road in the direction of his brother's 
and she rode on toward her home.That night he left home and went 
in the direction of this woman's house,and stayed out until 
eleven or twelve oclock that nightxEixmmsxwarekingxkexkiinzan why | 
saw the defendant and this woan talking in the road and observed 


their conduct,was because I was watching him.I saw this woam pass 


up the road by his home,look at him and smile.He motioned his 


ne 2 ! i 2 
iand akxXRX or Waved it up the road in the direction in which she 





3 
was going.Mrs.*ilson,his wife was in bed sick.When the woman 
4 
went on up the road,he went though the yard back of the house, 


crossed into the corn een and slipped along then in the direction 


| ¢ 
the’ woman had taken.This aroused my suspicion and I wagihed to see 


what he did. This woan bears the name of being a lewd woman, and 
is the mother of two children born out of wedlock. 

The plaintiff has not cohabited with the defendant since she 
learned of his relations with this f$all woman.I was with her all 
the while after this until she left her heme. 

In March, 1906 I saw the defendant attempt te kill the plaintff 
with heavy shovel,and would have struck her had I not caught the 
shovel,I have heard him curse and abuse her very often,calling 
her all kinds vile bad names.and his cruelty has driven her 


from home twice. 


Ang Turther this deponent sayeth not. 


PHA Sen Meese oft mame kT ee 
Virginia,Lee County,to-wit: 
1,W.K.Hopkins,a Commissioner in chancery for the Circuit 
Court of the county and state aforesaid do certify that the fore 
going depositions of J.N.Fleenor and Leurinda Terell were duly 
taken,sworn to and subscribed km before mé at the place and 
time mentioned therein and in the caption thereto,pursuant to 


the annexed notice.Given under my hand this 18th day of Septembpr 


a 


LLG, CLE 


Commissioner iyY Chancery. 
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To James H.Wilson: 
You are hereby notified that on Wednesday Sept.18th/I90", 


between the hours of $ akgesk and 8 o'clock,PIM,at the 


[.Noel,in the town of Pennington Gap,Va.T shall prceeed to ts 


depositions of J.N.Fleenor and_others to be read in evidence in my 


behakt -in e chancery cause now pending in the circuit court of 


plaintiff and you are the dez 


Iyr se os cc ; } 
y/YirBinia,wherein I am the 


Yendant. & 
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The Commormocalth of Divguua, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon-- 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


the _/£ 


, ---Monday in 


el OO 4, and itt ach of the Commonwealth. 
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The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the phen of th none of Lee, spreeting: 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


z 
2k,...190F, 40 answer-a@ bill in chancery exhibited against 


And have then there this writ. WilUHeSS, 6 i C. T. EWING, Glerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the 


day of- she LZ 1909 


A Copy, TeSte% 


See ae So 
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